Decalogue Litany of Self-Examination and Repentance
Using the Ten Commandments as our prayer, let us kneel before God, who gave us the Law as our guide, and his only Son as our Redeemer from sin.
I.      I am the Lord your God who brought you out of bondage.
You shall have no other gods but me.

Our Father in heaven, we have failed to prioritize you above the lesser gods that dominate our concerns and affections.
Set us free, and restore us to unity with you and with one another.

II.     You shall not make for yourself any idol.

We have taken good gifts from you and turned them into idols that distract us from your steadfast love.

Forgive our wanderings, and restore us to unity with you and with one

another. 

III. You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your God. 

We have tarnished your good name in word and deed, and thereby clouded other peoples’ awareness of your steadfast love.

Give us grace to honor you in all that we say and do, and restore us to unity with you and with one another. 

IV. Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy.

We have ignored your Sabbath gift with our busy lives. We have failed to follow your example of taking rest and pleasure in the goodness of creation.
Heal us from our busyness, and restore us to unity with you and with one another. 

V.     Honor your father and your mother.

We have dishonored those who nurtured us when we were dependent, by failing to value and give thanks for the sacrifices they made for us. 

Pardon our neglect, and restore us to unity with you and with one another. 
VI. You shall not commit murder.

We have destroyed or been complicit in the destruction of other peoples’ lives, character, or well-being.
Deliver us from all violence and destruction, and restore us to unity with you 
and with one another. 

VII. You shall not commit adultery.

We have violated our vows and partnerships by thinking too much of our own desires. 
Call us to your standard of fidelity and loving-kindness, and restore us to unity with you and with one another. 

VIII. You shall not steal.

We have taken what does not belong to us, through dishonesty as well as the misuse of our wealth and power. 

Give us a new reverence for the earth and for our neighbor, and restore us to unity with you and with one another. 

IX. You shall not be a false witness.

We have lied to ourselves and to others, distorting the truth to serve our own agenda. 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, and restore us to unity with you and with one another. 

X. You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

We have lusted after things that belong to other people, and we have measured our worth by their lives. 

Help us accept your grace as sufficient for us, and restore us to unity with you and with one another. 

Let us now pray for our own needs, and those of others; offering thanks to God for our blessings and recalling those who are in any need or trouble. Please offer your thanksgivings and intercessions at this time ________. 

Let us also pray for those who have died, including any whom we name at this time __________.  
The Celebrant Adds a Concluding Collect with Absolution. 
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